
    
 
   
November 9, 2011 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
  
Dear Mr. President: 
  
Collectively, the undersigned represent a (large) majority of Alaska’s nearly 340,000 workers. As a diverse 
group of elected officials, business owners, community leaders and other Alaskan residents, we all support the 
exploration and production of Alaska's abundant Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) oil and natural gas resources. 
Development of these energy resources is vital to our State's wellbeing, offers the jobs and revenue to support 
a national economic recovery and is critical to national security. 
  
To date, exploration and production of the vast resources of the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have been 
obstructed by special interest groups that have misused the administrative process to stop exploration of the 
Arctic. Both the Bush Administration and your Administration have, after careful review to ensure all 
regulatory requirements are met, permitted Shell's plans to explore the Alaskan OCS multiple times. Both 
Administrations have affirmed that Shell has met - if not exceeded - all regulatory standards.  
  
Shell's exploration program has not been blocked due to deficiencies in its proposed operations. Rather, Shell's 
program has been blocked by administrative challenges and legal actions intended to delay or invalidate 
permits based on alleged gaps in the administrative process, not flaws in the substance of Shell's proposed 
operations. 
  
We urge your Administration to respond swiftly and proactively to resolve any further appeals or litigation that 
could block Shell's exploration program next summer. 
  
Continued delays hold hostage the enormous economic growth and energy security potential of the Alaskan 
OCS and greatly limit the ability of the State of Alaska to provide secure, affordable sources of energy for 
millions of American consumers. Against the backdrop of America's struggling economy, development of the 
Alaskan OCS could generate 55,000 new jobs per year for 50 years, $145 billion in new payroll, and $193 
billion in additional government revenues over the next 50 years. This combination of job creation and deficit 
reduction – all without any expense to taxpayers – is exactly the type of stimulus our ailing economy requires. 
  
Furthermore, Alaskan OCS development is an issue of paramount importance to the nation's energy security. 
For decades, the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS) has transported oil from Northern Alaska to millions 
of Americans along the West Coast. Yet, as production on the North Slope declines, the pipeline's throughput 
has fallen to one-third capacity, jeopardizing the infrastructure's long-term viability. In effect, if significant 
additional sources of oil in Alaska are not produced for transport in TAPS over the next decade, the pipeline 
could cease operating, forcing West Coast refineries to import significantly more oil from overseas. Simply 
put, the nation's energy security is at risk. 
  
It is imperative that companies like Shell be allowed to explore off Alaska's coast. Without this first step, we 
cannot fully understand the extent of Alaska's offshore resource base. The nation's economy has historically 
been influenced by a spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship that is driven by a quest for knowledge. 
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Exploration of the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas is a critical step in advancing a better understanding of 
America's Arctic and the role it can play in America's economic growth. 
 
The Administration has committed itself to improving the regulatory system in the United States. We now 
encourage the Administration to adopt a more practicable and predictable permitting process for the OCS. This 
will not only ensure more efficient processes in Alaska, but for other parts of the United States that are seeking 
to expand traditional and renewable energy production as well. 
  
Both the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas have vast potential to jumpstart our nation's economy and return the 
United States to a nation of doers. Economic growth and environmental protection are not mutually exclusive. 
We Alaskans have, time and again, proven the ability to harness our domestic resources with the highest of 
environmental standards for the land that we so deeply cherish. 
  
We implore your administration to assure that the 2012 exploration plan proceeds as scheduled. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 Jason Brune,  
Chairman, Consumer Energy Alliance – Alaska 
 
 

Governor Sean Parnell 
State of Alaska 

 

   Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) 
                         United States Senate 

    Senator Mark Begich (D-AK) 
United States Senate 

 
 

 Congressman Don Young (R-AK) 
United States House of Representatives 

 
 
 

Members of the Alaska State Legislature 
  
Senator Cathy Giessel (District P) 
Senator Lesil McGuire (District N) 
Senator Kevin Meyer (District O) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaker of the House Mike Chenault (District 34) 
Representative Mia Costello (District 27) 
Representative Anna Fairclough (District 17) 
Representative Eric Feige (District 12) 
Representative Kyle Johansen (District 1) 
Representative Craig Johnson (District 28) 
Representative Bob Lynn (District 31) 
Representative Charisse Millett (District 30) 
Representative Lance Pruitt (District 21) 
Representative Dan Saddler (District 18)  
Representative Peggy Wilson (District 2) 
Representative Tammie Wilson (District 11)
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Alaska Business Owners & Community Leaders* 

Ameline Marketing Group 
 
Jeff Baker, VP Office Principal 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc. 
 
Micky Becker 
Becker & Associates, LLC 
 
Joe Beedle, President 
Northrim Bank 
 
Greg Beischer, CEO & Chairman 
Millrock Resources, Incorporated 
 
Todd Bergman, Executive Director 
Alaska Process Industry Careers Consortium 
 
Chris Birch 
Anchorage Assemblyman 
 
Rick Boyles, President 
Teamsters Local 959 
 
Julius Brecht 
J.J. Brecht WBCB 
 
Roger Burggraf, President 
Happy Hill Mining Company 
 
Cook & Hargeberg, LLC 
 
Steve Denton, Principal 
Denton Civil & Mineral 
 
David Dittman, Principal 
Dittman Research Corporation 
 
Allan Dolynny, President & General Manager 
WorleyParsons Alaska 
 
Laurie Fagnani, President 
MSI Communications, Incorporated 
 
Lisa Falskow, Executive Director 
Alaska World Affairs Council 
 
Sami Glascott, President 
Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 
 
Paul Henry, Chief Operational Officer 
Anglo American US (Pebble), LLC 

Lisa Herbert, Executive Director 
Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mayor Luke Hopkins 
Fairbanks North Star Borough 
 
Richard Hughes, Owner 
R.A. Hughes & Associates  
 
Investor Solutions 
 
Tom Krzewinski, Principal 
Golder Associates Inc. 
 
Shane Langland, President 
Eagle Enterprises, Incorporated 
 
Jeff Lentfer, Owner 
Midas Alaska 
 
Jeff Logan, Principal 
Jeff Logan & Associates 
 
Thomas Mack, President 
Aleut Corporation 
 
John MacKinnon, Executive Director 
Associated General Contractors of Alaska 
 
Jim Nash, Chief Operating Officer 
TerraSond 
 
Mary Ann Pease, Principal 
MAP Consulting 
 
Rachael Petro, President 
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
 
Steve Pratt, Owner 
Steve Pratt Enterprises 
 
Raelynn Radway, President & Chief Executive 
Officer 
MAC Federal Credit Union 
 
Jay Ramras, Owner 
Pike’s Waterfront Lodge 
 
Lance Roberts, Owner 
Alaska Data Consultants 
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Rick Rogers, Executive Director 
Resource Development Council for Alaska 
 
Bill Sheffield 
Former Governor of Alaska  
 
John Shively, Chief Executive Officer 
Pebble Limited Partnership 
 
 

Keith Silver, Owner 
The Silver Agency 
 
Aves Thompson, Executive Director 
Alaska Trucking Association 
 
Transgroup Worldwide 
 
Lon Wilson, President 
Wilson Agency

 
*All signatories agreed to have his or her name and organization identified in this letter with the 
understanding that each signatory is expressing his or her personal support on the issue. While signatories are 
a collection of employers, company and organization executives, personal support does not necessarily mean 
that every employee or member has specifically endorsed the letter. 
 

Alaskan Citizens & Workers 
  

Richard Ameline 
Raven Gold Alaska, Incorporated  
 
Terri Atkins 
United Way of the Tanana Valley 
 
Portia Babcock, Director, Government & 
Community Relations 
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Incorporated 
 
Robert Backus 
Carrs/Safeway 
 
Cory Baggen 
Samson Tug & Barge Company 
 
Chris Bergman 
First National Bank Alaska 
 
Allen Bingham 
CPAs 
 
Steve Borell 
 
Vernon H. Boyles 
TCI Construction, Incorporated 
 
Deborah Brollini 
 
Brian Busey 
TerraSond 
 
 
 

Bruce Bustamante, VP Community and Public 
Affairs 
Princess Cruises 
 
Odette Butler 
Breast Cancer Detection Center 
 
Kari Campbell 
Dog Tired, LLC 
 
Tom Carberry 
SRF 
 
Timothy Cerny 
Fountainhead Development 
 
Michael Cervantes 
Boston’s Restaurant & Sports Bar 
 
Erin K. Chalstrom 
Your Story Event Planning 
 
Catherine Claxton, Senior Loan Officer 
Northrim Bank 
 
Bryan Clemenz 
CH2M Hill 
 
Bob Cook, General Manager 
Air Liquide America, LP 
 
Deantha Crockett 
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Randy Cunningham 
Klebs Mechanical 
 
Ronald A. Davis 
Northrim Bank 
 
Leonard & Ada Deal 
Deal’s Bed & Breakfast 
 
Crissy Ditmore 
VPSI 
 
Eric Dompeling, New Ventures Manager 
SolstenXP 
 
Teodor Dornea 
 
James Duffield, Resource Accountant 
NANA Development Corporation 
 
David Durham 
 
Arlen Ehm 
 
Christopher Emond 
RIM Architects 
 
William J. Evan 
 
Jill Falldin 
Northrim Bank 
 
Mike Ferris  
XEROX 
 
Chris Fields 
 
Jeff Foley, Senior Geologist 
Calista Corporation 
 
Tony Follett, Senior Vice-President 
AERO-METRIC, Inc. 
 
Terri L. Froese 
TDL Staffing, Incorporated 
 
Tim Gallagher, Vice President 
HDR Alaska, Inc. 
 
Marianne Guffey 
 
Keith Guyer, Business Manager 
Tutka, LLC 

Marleanna Hall 
 
Michael Hamm 
NSI 
 
L. David Hamner 
 
Karl Hanneman 
Tower Hill Mines, Incorporated 
 
Dave Harbour 
Northern Gas Pipelines 
 
Tracy Hartung 
CPAs 
 
Jerry Haugeberg 
 
Linda Hay 
 
Harold Heinze 
 
Tom Hendrix, Jr., VP Strategic Development 
Carlile Transportation 
 
Cynthia & Kenneth Henry 
Hop’s Hallmark 
 
Angela R. Hill 
Alaska West Express 
 
Brian Hoefler, Principal Scientist 
SLR International 
 
Maryianne Hoyt 
 
Ron Hoyt 
 
Alan Hoza 
Alaska West Express 
 
Marlene Huerta, Vice President, Risk 
Management 
True North FCU 
 
Barbara Huff, Director of Legislative Affairs 
Teamsters Local 959 
 
Meinrad Huser 
Alaska Dreams, Incorporated 
 
Chris Foote Hyatt, Partner 
Hartig Rhodes Hoge & Lekisch, P.C. 
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Michael Jesperson 
 
Don Johnson 
 
Jim Johnson 
Doyon, Limited 
 
Lana Johnson 
 
Margy Johnson, Public Affairs Manager, 
Providence Cancer Center 
 
Nick Karnos, Sr., Account Executive 
Lynden 
 
David Karp 
Northern Air Cargo 
 
Suzanne Kelley 
Alaska Tab and Bind, Incorporated 
 
Rauchelle King 
Habitat for Humanity 
 
Melissa Kohler 
 
Mark Korting, Regional Director 
REMAX Properties 
 
Tammy Kosa 
 
Louis Lacher, Business Development Manager 
Olgoonik Native Corporation 
 
Ken Lambertsen, District Manager 
Univar USA 
 
Eden Larson 
Axis Management 
 
Gabrielle LeDoux 
 
J. Lienhan 
PBXA 
 
Renee Limoge, Communications Director 
Alaska Support Industry Alliance 
 
Robert Lincoln 
Advance Printing Company, Incorporated 
 
 
 

Wendy Lindskoog, Vice President Corporate and 
Government Affairs 
Alaska Railroad Corporation 
 
John Lubben 
Northern Technologies 
 
Steven R. Lundgren 
Denali State Bank 
 
Ltia Lynden 
 
Peter Macksey, Customer Relations 
STEELFAB 
 
James Malingowski 
 
Tom Maloney, Vice President & Alaska Area 
Manager 
CH2M Hill 
 
Jason Martin 
Upper One Studios 
 
A. Mattacchoine 
 
Michelle Maynor 
Interior Graphics 
 
Sam Mazzeo 
 
Matthew Melton, Alaska Area Manager 
Pacific Environmental Corporation 
 
Kevin Mesceda 
AKT Janitorial  
 
Derek Miller 
University of Alaska – Fairbanks 
 
Mike Miller, General Manager 
Granite Construction Company 
 
Clark Milne 
Alaska Department of Transportation & Public 
Facilities 
 
M. Molyneaux 
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Incorporated 
 
Larry Mooney, Business Manager 
Laborers Local 341 
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Tim Musgrove, Industrial Sales 
Rain for Rent 
 
Russell Myers 
Raven Gold Alaska, Incorporated 
 
Margaret Nelson 
Calista Corporation 
 
S. Nelson 
Bluesky Reading 
 
Dan Newman 
KTUU-TV (NBC) 
 
Patricia Newman 
Youth/Young-Adult Empowered Achievers 
 
Howard Otis 
 
Jay Page, Vice President 
First National Bank Alaska  
 
Ingrid Parish, Account Manager 
MSI Communications, Incorporated 
 
Patricia Parker 
Baker Hughes 
 
Connie Parks-Karl 
Chena Hot Springs Resort 
 
John Parrot 
Totem Ocean Trailer Express 
 
David Pease 
 
Edward Peebles 
Warbelow’s Air Ventures 
 
Roger Penrod 
 
Debbie Petersen 
Budget Blinds of Fairbanks 
 
Lee Petersen 
Fairbanks Fuel Distributors 
 
Glenn Peterson 
Carrs/Safeway 
 
Janelle Pfleiger 
REMAX Properties 

Norman L. Phillips, Jr. 
 
Jeremy Plickikoff 
 
Carl Portman 
 
Roy Rank 
Yukon Equipment 
 
Eva Rees 
Summit Life Coaching 
 
Helen Renfrew 
 
Cathy Richter 
 
Lillie Roberts 
Business Interiors Northwest 
 
Andy Rogers, Deputy Director 
Alaska State Chamber of Commerce 
  
Jeanine St. John, Vice President 
Lynden 
 
Ralph Samuels 
 
Lynda Sather 
 
Roger Saunders 
Hayden Electric Motors, Incorporated 
 
Cheryl Schachle 
Florcraft, Incorporated 
 
Jim Scholz 
Alaska Sales & Shoreside Operations, 
Samson Tug & Barge Company 
 
Stacy Schubert 
 
Cindy Schumaker 
 
Chuck Schumann 
Microcom 
 
Gage Schutte 
 
Kathy Schutte  
 
John M. Sedor 
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David Sell, External Affairs Manager 
ERA Helicopters 
 
Rick Shattuck 
Shattuck & Grummett Insurance – Juneau 
 
Trevor Sherrill 
 
Jan Sieberts 
Sieberts Washington Capital 
 
Peggy Spittler, Marketing Director 
Carlile Transportation 
 
M. Colleen Starring, General Manager 
ENSTAR Natural Gas Company 
 
Don Stevens 
Stevens Exploration Management Corporation 
  
Scott Stewart, Vice President 
Arctic Controls, Incorporated 
 
Casey Sullivan 
 
Suzanne Summerville 
 
Jay Sutherland 
Wendy’s Alaska 
 
Michael Terminel, General Manager 
Edison Chouest Offshore 
 
Gene P. Therriault 
Golden Valley Electric Association 
 
Chris Vaughnn 
Northrim Bank 
 

Danielle Vivlamore 
Alaska Industry Support Alliance 
 
Nancy Wagner 
Wayland Baptist University 
 
Jerry Walker 
 
K. Walker 
 
L. White 
 
Tim White 
ABC Solutions 
 
Buddy Whitt 
Flight Services & Systems 
 
Lindsey Whitt, Director of Marketing and Public 
Affairs 
Port of Anchorage 
 
Jack Wilbur 
Design Alaska 
 
J.R. Wilcox 
Cook Inlet Energy 
 
Laura Wilson 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Alaska – Fairbanks 
 
Mari Wood 
Arctic Office Products 
 
Garrett Wong 
 
Stewart Zimmerman 
Totem Ocean Trailer Express

Cc:      Secretary Kenneth Salazar, Department of the Interior;  
            Administrator Lisa Jackson, Environmental Protection Agency; 

Administrator Jane Lubchenco, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;        
Administrator Cass Sunstein, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs; 

            Acting Secretary Rebecca Blank, Department of Commerce;  
            Secretary Steven Chu, Department of Energy;  
            Secretary Tim Geithner, Department of Treasury;  
            Secretary Leon E. Panetta, Department of Defense;  
            Secretary Hilda L. Solis, Department of Labor


